
J o u r n a l  o f  t h e  H i s t o r y  Te a c h e r s ’  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  N S W  I n c  ( H TA N S W ) 
F i r s t  p ub l i s h e d in  19 61

2024
Volume 58 
Number 2

POPUL AR 
CULTURE

TEACHING HISTORY
IS S N 0 0 4 0 - 0 6 02



Contents
Articles									  
A Brief History of Australian Popular Culture Since WWII	 4
Emeritus Professor Graeme Turner, University of Queensland, Brisbane, QLD

Australian Fashion and Dress as Popular Culture	 8
Associate Professor Melissa Bellanta, Australian Catholic University, Sydney, NSW

Australian Sport History: Culture, Value, Identity and Debate	 12
Adjunct Professor Richard Cashman, University of Technology, Sydney, NSW

Did The Beatles Really Change the World?	 17
Professor Kenneth L. Campbell, Monmouth University, Maryland, US 

The Beatles’ Tour Australia, 1964: Popular Culture in a Globalising World	 23
Professor Michelle Arrow, Macquarie University, Sydney and Jodi Arrow, Deputy Principal and History teacher,  
Cammeraygal High School, Crows Nest, NSW

‘Oppenheimer’s Little Toy’: Why Teaching History With Film Still Matters	 28
Professor Alan S. Marcus, University of Connecticut, US

Popular Culture in the Classroom: Engaging With Ancient History Through Contemporary Media	 34
Associate Professor Rhiannon Evans and Associate Dean Sarah Midford, La Trobe University, Melbourne, VIC

Multimodal Meaning-Making: How Social Media Shapes Students’ Historical Understanding	 40
Assistant Professor Robbert-Jan Adriaansen, Erasmus University, Rotterdam, The Netherlands

Digital History and its Discontents	 44
Dr Alana Piper, University of Technology, Sydney, NSW

Curriculum, Professional Issues, Students, News	
Vale Bruce Dennett (1948-2024)	 51
HTANSW Executive

HTANSW Executive Feedback on the Draft 2024 Draft 7-10 NSW History Syllabus	 52
HTANSW Executive

HTANSW History High Achievers Awards 2023	 55
Anne Gripton, HTANSW

How and Why Was the History of the Umayyad Caliphate Rewritten by Abbasid-Era Historians?	 58
Jasmine Keenan, HSC student, Ascham, Edgecliff, NSW

Teaching & Assessment Ideas	
Timeless Versus Trendy: Exploring Pop Culture Icons Through Primary Sources	 63
David Albano, Scotch College, Adelaide, SA

The Cinema is a History Classroom: Interpreting the Past Through Historical Film	 66
Nikki Brown, Saint Ignatius’ College Riverview, Riverview, NSW

The Gurindji Strike: Protest Song as Historical Source	 70
Nikki Brown, Saint Ignatius’ College Riverview, Riverview, NSW

Reviews	
Book Reviews	 70

Appy Times	 80


